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Opinion-Editorial 

Newspaper editorial pages—both in print and online—are 5 Elements of an Attention-Grabbing 
highly popular among readers. Opinion-editorials (op- Op-Ed
eds) are longer than letters to the editor and afford the 
opportunity to delve more deeply into issues. An op-ed 
is your chance to infuence opinions, affect policy, and 
highlight the work you or your organization is doing to 
support crime victims’ rights. 

One way to develop an op-ed is to research local crime 
coverage and important issues in your community. For 
example, does your community offer services for victims 
of human traffcking? How would a partnership between 
law enforcement and victim service agencies beneft 
your community? Use or adapt the sample op-ed on the 
following page or craft your own to highlight an issue local 
to your community. 

• Be persuasive. Include the latest research and structure 
a logical argument or rationale. 

• Be confdent. You are the expert in this feld. 

• Stay up to date on related events and the cultural 
conversations about them. 

• Use plain language that a wide audience can 
understand. 

• Keep your submission to 800 words or less. 



2020 NCVRW Resource Guide | Traditional Media - Opinion-Editorial  |  2 

Seek Justice | Ensure Victims’ Rights | Inspire Hope

 
 

 

Sample Op-Ed Column 

Crimes Against Older Adults Must Not Be Overlooked 

The U.S. Census Bureau predicts that in just 15 years, adults over age 65 will outnumber children under age 18 for 
the first time in U.S. history. By 2060, older adults will make up about a quarter of the U.S. population. Aging and the 
changes that come with it can make our seniors particularly vulnerable to crime, abuse, and neglect, but crimes against 
older adults are not as well studied or understood as crimes against other vulnerable groups. 

These crimes need our attention. Elder abuse has been referred to as a “hidden epidemic” in the United States, with 
estimates that it affects 10 percent of persons age 60 and older. Elder abuse takes a heavy toll on the dignity, safety, and 
fnancial security of older adults. These crimes can lead to increased hospitalizations, anxiety, depression, and premature 
deaths. But without proper training, professionals working with older Americans too often miss signs of elder abuse. 
Studies have shown that as few as 1 in 24 cases of elder abuse are reported, and few of those are ever prosecuted. 

The most likely place for older adults to experience victimization is where they live, and the perpetrator is most likely to be 
a family member or someone they know. Maltreatment is not always a criminal offense, but the intimate nature of many of 
these victimizations means that older victims are less likely to report offenses committed by someone close to them. 

We can’t address these crimes effectively until the victims are more widely recognized, and until older adults receive the 
support they need to report crimes, seek services, and pursue justice. 

All members of the community can learn to identify possible signs of elder abuse, from physical injuries and bruises 
to unchanged bed linens and evasive staff at care facilities. The U.S. Administration on Aging has an Eldercare Locator 
to help older adults and their families connect with services, and its National Center on Elder Abuse offers advice 
and resources to professionals, advocates, and families around the Nation. The Consumer Financial Protection Bureau 
has an office dedicated to helping older Americans, their family members, their caregivers, and the professionals 
who assist them identify and avoid unfair, deceptive, abusive, and discriminatory fnancial practices. And the Offce for 
Victims of Crime recently launched a new National Elder Fraud Hotline for understanding elder fraud and getting help.

Locally, [discuss local resources and/or initiatives for addressing and educating the public about crimes against older 
adults]. 

Learning how to recognize and respond to crimes against older adults is just the frst step, but it’s one that we can all 
take to ensure that our community, and the Nation as a whole, is a safer and more just place for our seniors. 

https://nij.ojp.gov/topics/articles/identifying-elder-abuse
https://eldercare.acl.gov/Public/Index.aspx
https://ncea.acl.gov/
https://www.consumerfinance.gov/practitioner-resources/resources-for-older-adults/
https://justice.gov/stopelderfraud




Accessibility Report





		Filename: 

		Opinion-Editorial-508.pdf









		Report created by: 

		



		Organization: 

		







[Enter personal and organization information through the Preferences > Identity dialog.]



Summary



The checker found no problems in this document.





		Needs manual check: 0



		Passed manually: 2



		Failed manually: 0



		Skipped: 0



		Passed: 30



		Failed: 0







Detailed Report





		Document





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set



		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF



		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF



		Logical Reading Order		Passed manually		Document structure provides a logical reading order



		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified



		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar



		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents



		Color contrast		Passed manually		Document has appropriate color contrast



		Page Content





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged



		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged



		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order



		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided



		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged



		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker



		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts



		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses



		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive



		Forms





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged



		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description



		Alternate Text





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text



		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read



		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content



		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation



		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text



		Tables





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot



		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR



		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers



		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column



		Summary		Passed		Tables must have a summary



		Lists





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L



		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI



		Headings





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting










Back to Top



