
Values Clarification Exercise 
 
 
Exercise 2: Ethical Decisionmaking  
 
In Europe, a woman was near death from cancer. There was one drug that the doctors thought 
might save her. It was a form of radium that a druggist in the same town had recently discovered. 
The drug was expensive to make, but the druggist was charging 10 times what the drug cost him 
to make. He paid $400 for the radium and charged $4,000 for a small dose of the drug. The sick 
woman’s husband, Heinz, went to everyone he knew to borrow the money, but he could only get 
together about $2,000. He told the druggist that his wife was dying and asked him to sell it 
cheaper or let him pay later, but the druggist said, “No, I discovered the drug, and I’m going to 
make money from it.” So, having exhausted every legal means, Heinz gets desperate and 
considers breaking into the man’s store to steal the drug for his wife. 

1. Should Heinz steal the drug? Why or why not? 

 

2. Is it actually right or wrong for him to steal the drug? Why is it right or wrong? 

 

3. Does Heinz have a duty or obligation to steal the drug? Why or why not? 

 

4. If Heinz doesn’t love his wife, should he steal the drug for her? Why or why not? 

 

5. Suppose the person dying is not his wife but a stranger. Should Heinz steal the drug for 
the stranger? Why or why not? 

 

6. Suppose it’s a pet animal he loves. Should Heinz steal to save the pet animal? Why or 
why not? 

 

7. Is it important for people to do everything they can to save another’s life? Why or why 
not? 

 



 

8. It is against the law for Heinz to steal. Does that make it morally wrong? Why or why 
not? 

 

9a. In general, should people try to do everything they can to obey the law? Why or why not? 

 

 

9b. How does this apply to what Heinz should do? 

 

 

10. In thinking back over the dilemma, what would you say is the most responsible thing for 
Heinz to do? Why? 
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