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Overview

Since its passage in 1984, the Victims of Crime Act (VOCA) has served as a major source of funding for victim
services throughout the Nation. The foundation of this support is the Crime Victims Fund (CVF).

The CVF, administered by the U.S. Department of Justice, Office for Victims of Crime (OVC), provides monies
generated from federal criminal fines, forfeited bail bonds, penalty fees, and special assessments as well

as gifts, donations, and private bequests. All funds come from federally convicted criminals and donations,
not taxpayers, and are deposited into the CVF. Each fiscal year, Congress establishes the appropriation cap,
allocating VOCA funds across multiple funding streams that support federal, state, and Tribal programs and
services. Prior to applying for funding, organizations should ensure their information is current on the various
nonprofit rating sites. Funders may use these ratings to determine which organizations to fund.

This document only focuses on the VOCA Victim Compensation Formula Grant Program and the VOCA Victim
Assistance Formula Grant Program.

VOCA Formula Grant Programs

VOCA formula grants are non-competitive funding distributed by OVC to states and territories each fiscal
year. OVC administers two VOCA Formula Grant Programs: (1) the VOCA Victim Compensation Formula
Grant Program and (2) the VOCA Victim Assistance Formula Grant Program. The Governor of each state
determines the state or territorial agency (or agencies) responsible for the administration of state VOCA
Formula Program funding. This is referred to as the VOCA state administering agency (SAA).

VOCA Victim Compensation Formula Grants

Victim Compensation Formula Grants provide funding to supplement state funded compensation programs
offering financial assistance and reimbursement to victims for crime-related, out-of-pocket expenses. Expenses
may include medical and dental care, counseling, lost wages and income, and funeral and burial expenses.



VOCA Victim Assistance Formula Grants

Victim Assistance Formula Grants provide funding to thousands of victim service provider programs
nationwide. From the VOCA Victim Assistance Formula Grants, states provide subgrants to local community-
based organizations, governmental agencies, and Tribal entities providing services directly to victims. Direct
services may include crisis counseling, shelter, transportation, therapy, telephone and onsite information and
referrals, criminal justice support and advocacy, and additional services. VOCA Victim Assistance Formula
Grants may also be used to develop new, or enhance existing, programs addressing emerging needs, gaps in
services, and/or the training needs of victim service advocates as identified by the VOCA SAA.

Eligibility to Access VOCA Victim Assistance Formula Funds

Organizations and federally recognized Tribes serving victims and survivors of crime may be eligible to receive
VOCA Assistance Formula Grant funding to meet victim services needs more comprehensively. Each respective
VOCA SAA can provide interested victim service providers with information on how to apply for these funds.

Accessing VOCA Formula Funding

Visit ovc.ojp.gov/states to learn more about accessing a state’s VOCA Victim Compensation Formula Grants
and Victim Assistance Formula Grants. On the website, select your state in the drop-down menu to access the
VOCA SAA’s website. All VOCA formula funding opportunities in the state will be listed on this website.

Additional Information
OVC Website: Crime Victims Fund

OVC Fact Sheet: Crime Victims Fund

OVC Victim Compensation and Assistance Formula Grants

The Crime Victims Fund: Federal Support for Victims of Crime

Tribal Victim Services Training and Technical Assistance (T-VSTTA) is a capacity-building program providing tailored,
hands-on training and technical assistance to victim service providers in American Indian and Alaska Native communities.
With over 100 years of combined experience in victim services, the T-VSTTA team meets you where you are, working
together to build on the resilience within your community.

The U.S. Department of Justice, Office for Victims of Crime (OVC) funds the T-VSTTA program, which is available at no
cost for grantees and potential grantees.

CONTACT INFORMATION

Email or call to request training and technical assistance.
A member of the T-VSTTA team will respond promptly.

This product was supported by contract
number GS-00F-008DA, awarded by the
Office for Victims of Crime, Office of Justice

Web: ovc.ojp.gov/t-vstta/home Programs, U.S. Department of Justice.
. The opinions, findings, and conclusions or
Email: Support@t-vstta.org recommendations expressed in this product

are those of the contributors and do not
necessarily represent the official position
or policies of the U.S. Department of Justice.

Phone: 833-887-8820


http://ovc.ojp.gov/t-vstta/home
https://ovc.ojp.gov/states
https://ovc.ojp.gov/about/crime-victims-fund
https://ovc.ojp.gov/sites/g/files/xyckuh226/files/pubs/crimevictimsfundfs/intro.html#FundSupport – OVC fact sheet on the CVF
https://ovc.ojp.gov/funding/types-of-funding/formula-grants
https://crsreports.congress.gov/product/pdf/R/R42672/20 - The Congressional Research Service’s document summarizing VOCA

