NJ Annual State Performance Report

Victim Assistance Formula Grant Program

Reporting Period: [Oct 1, 2022 to Sept 30, 2023]

This aggregated data is self-reported by the grantees and subgrantees in each state/territory.

VOCA Assistance Funds

2019-V2-GX-0051 2020-V2-GX-0041 2021-15POVC-21-GG-00587-ASSI 2022-15POVC-22-GG-00782-ASSI 2023-15POVC-23-GG-00403-ASSI
Federal Award Amount $60,445,762.00 $44,426,403.00 $27,543,696.00 $39,378,641.00 $36,875,827.00
Total Amount of Subawards $59,507,251.00 $42,534,372.00 $38,601,430.00 $39,507,789.00 $0.00
Total Number of Subawards 197 148 138 134 0
Administrative Funds Amount $3,022,288.00 $222,132.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Training Funds Amount $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Balance Remaining ($2,083,777.00) $1,669,899.00 ($11,057,734.00) ($129,148.00) $36,875,827.00

Subgrantee Organization Type

The total number of subgrants represents all subgrants funded across all federal awards active during the reporting period. The number is not
unique as there are subgrantee organizations that are continuously funded from each federal award.

Type of Organization 2019-V2-GX-0051 | 2020-V2-GX-0041 | 2021-15POVC-21-GG-00587-ASSI | 2022-15POVC-22-GG-00782-ASSI | 2023-15POVC-23-GG-00403-ASSI
Government Agencies Only 81 4 54 2 0
Corrections 3 0 0 0 0
Courts 2 0 2 0 0
Juvenile Justice 0 0 0 0 0
Law Enforcement 2 0 2 1 0
Prosecutor 64 0 41 0 0
Other 10 4 9 1 0
Nonprofit Organization Only 115 142 83 132 0
Child Abuse Service organization (e.g., child advocacy 13 24 4 35 0
center)
Coalition (e.g., state domestic violence or sexual assault 3 2 1 0 0
coalition)
Domestic and Family Violence Organization 21 34 11 36 0
Faith-based Organization 0 1 0 0 0
Organization Provides Domestic and Family Violence

. 13 14 11 8 0

and Sexual Assault Services
Organization by and/or for underserved victims of crime 4 4 3 4 0
(e.g., drunk driving, homicide, elder abuse)
Sexual Assault Services organization (e.g., rape crisis 4 5 5 4 0
center)
Multiservice agency 35 49 42 34 0
Other 22 9 6 11 0
Federally Recognized Tribal Governments, 0 0 0 0 0
Agencies, and Organizations Only
Child Abuse Service organization (e.g., child advocacy 0 0 0 0 0
center)
Court 0 0 0 0 0
Domestic and Family Violence organization 0 0 0 0 0
Faith-based organization 0 0 0 0 0
Juvenile justice 0 0 0 0 0
Law Enforcement 0 0 0 0 0
Organization provides domestic and family violence and 0 0 0 0 0
sexual assault services
Prosecutor 0 0 0 0 0
Sexual Assault Services organization (e.g., rape crisis 0 0 0 0 0
center)
Other justice-based agency 0 0 0 0 0
Other agency that is NOT justice-based (e.g., human 0 0 0 0 0
services, health, education)
Organization by and/or for a specific traditionally 0 0 0 0 0
underserved community
Organization by and/or for underserved victims of crime 0 0 0 0 0
(e.g., drunk driving, homicide, elder abuse)
Other 0 0 0 0 0
Campus Organizations Only 1 2 1 0 0
Campus-based victims services 1 2 1 0 0
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Law enforcement 0 0 0 0 0
Physical or mental health service program 0 0 0 0 0
Other 0 0 0 0 0

*This number is not unique across fiscal years as there are subgrantee organizations that are funded from multiple federal awards.

Subaward Purpose

A single SAR can select multiple purposes. Numbers are not unique

2019-V2-GX-0051 | 2020-V2-GX-0041 | 2021-15POVC-21-GG-00587-ASSI | 2022-15POVC-22-GG-00782-ASSI | 2023-15POVC-23-GG-00403-ASSI

A. Continue a VOCA-funded victim project funded in a

. 167 136 108 131 0

previous year
B. Expand or enhance an existing project not funded by 0 P 12 5 0
VOCA in the previous year
C. Start up a new victim services project 30 10 18 1 0
D. Start 1\ i icti i

Start up a new Native American Victim services 0 0 0 . .
project
E. Expand or enhance an existing Native American 0 0 0 0 0

project

VOCA and Match Funds

an select multiple service types. Numbers are not unique

2019-V2-GX-0051 | 2020-V2-GX-0041 | 2021-15POVC-21-GG-00587-ASSI | 2022-15POVC-22-GG-00782-ASSI | 2023-15POVC-23-GG-00403-ASSI

A.INFORMATION & REFERRAL 171 127 128 122 0
B.PERSONAL ADVOCACY/ACCOMPANIMENT 157 112 122 104 0
C.EMOTIONAL SUPPORT OR SAFETY SERVICES 148 112 128 89 0
D.SHELTER/HOUSING SERVICES 75 38 71 36 0
E.CRIMINAL/CIVIL JUSTICE SYSTEM

ASSISTANCE 104 91 109 85 0
F. ASSISTANCE IN FILING COMPENSATION 180 131 137 134 0

CLAIMS

Priority and Underserved Requirements

Priority Area 2019-V2-GX-0051 2020-V2-GX-0041 2021-15POVC-21-GG-00587-ASSI 2022-15POVC-22-GG-00782-ASSI 2023-15POVC-23-GG-00403-ASSI

Child Abuse

Total Amount $3,966,804.00 $7,593,969.00 $1,982,235.00 $8,137,621.00 $0.00
% of Total Federal Award 7.00 % 17.00 % 7.00 % 21.00 %

Domestic and Family Violence

Total Amount $14,376,774.00 $13,169,742.00 $7,903,776.00 $16,112,207.00 $0.00
% of Total Federal Award 24.00 % 30.00 % 29.00 % 41.00 %

Sexual Assault

Total Amount $11,177,302.00 $10,506,451.00 $6,738,245.00 $9,751,521.00 $0.00
% of Total Federal Award 18.00 % 24.00 % 24.00 % 25.00 %

Underserved

Total Amount $29,965,582.00 $11,258,210.00 $21,933,412.00 $5,426,689.00 $0.00
% of Total Federal Award 50.00 % 25.00 % 80.00 % 14.00 %

Budget and Staffing
Staffing Information

Total number of paid staff for all subgrantee
victimization program and/or services

Number of staff hours funded through this VOCA award
(plus match) for subgrantee's victimization programs
and/or services

Total number of volunteer staff supporting the work of
this VOCA award (plus match) for subgrantee's
victimization programs and/or services

Number of volunteer hours supporting the work of this
VOCA award (plus match) for subgrantee's
victimization programs and/or services

Victimization Type

2019-V2-GX-0051 | 2020-V2-GX-0041 | 2021-15SPOVC-21-GG-00587-ASSI | 2022-15POVC-22-GG-00782-ASSI | 2023-15POVC-23-GG-00403-ASSI

2268 7300 14564 2671
1183984 1083346 886979 687255
7473 2019 876 3273
119380 216265 129493 209497

AGGREGATED SUBGRANTEE PERFORMANCE MEASURE DATA

Victimization Type

Adult Physical Assault (includes Aggravated and Simple Assault)
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Number of Individuals Who Actually Received Services Based on a Presenting

Number of Subgrantees Indicating Intent to Serve Victimization
This Victim Type Quarter 1 Quarter 2 Quarter 3 Quarter 4 Per Quarter
Total Total Total Total Average
213 11508 12265 11866 14375 12503
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Adult Sexual Assault 301 3777 4064 4656 8126 5155
Adults Sexually Abused/Assaulted as Children 229 993 1036 1212 1110 1087
Arson 77 183 183 195 199 190
Bullying (Verbal, Cyber or Physical) 140 801 874 1795 1106 1144
Burglary 105 3451 4019 3540 3928 3734
Child Physical Abuse or Neglect 214 3907 4197 4011 6361 4619
Child Pornography 150 171 180 150 313 203
Child Sexual Abuse/Assault 262 3635 3788 3462 3983 3717
Domestic and/or Family Violence 385 22584 23794 23919 29382 24919
DUI/DWI Incidents 98 351 586 384 549 467
Elder Abuse or Neglect 137 201 240 230 489 290
Hate Crin}e: Racial‘/Religious/Gender/ Sexual Orientation/Other 120 128 122 162 152 141
(Explanation Required)

Human Trafficking: Labor 167 77 114 116 201 127
Human Trafficking: Sex 234 182 222 199 305 227
Identity Theft/Fraud/Financial Crime 72 2405 2457 2341 3005 2552
Kidnapping (non-custodial) 100 80 103 86 103 93
Kidnapping (custodial) 102 36 33 25 50 36
Mass Violence (Domestic/International) 81 264 32 36 63 98
Other Vehicular Victimization (e.g., Hit and Run) 91 761 907 763 885 829
Robbery 124 1815 2045 1991 2475 2081
Stalking/Harassment 252 2832 3822 2926 3779 3339
Survivors of Homicide Victims 162 2301 2185 2204 2875 2391
Teen Dating Victimization 223 1020 265 1087 177 637
Terrorism (Domestic/International) 67 46 39 47 89 55
Other 68 116122 116571 119788 203202 138920

Special Classifications of Individuals

Number of Individuals Self Reporting a Special Classification
Special Classifications of Individuals
Quarter 1 Total Quarter 2 Total Quarter 3 Total Quarter 4 Total Per Quarter Average
Deaf/Hard of Hearing 202 95 97 134 612
Homeless 1517 1694 1573 2207 8633
Immigrants/Refugees/Asylum Seekers 2397 2592 2395 3269 13361
LGBTQ 692 775 756 1328 3952
Veterans 153 106 77 123 731
Victims with Disabilities: Cognitive/ Physical /Mental 2061 2093 1888 3171 12678
Victims with Limited English Proficiency 4151 4676 4260 5102 26116
Other 66204 67538 68711 150836 183462
General Award Information
Activities Conducted at the Subgrantee Level Number Percent
Total number of individuals who received services during the Fiscal Year. 429819
Total number of anonymous contacts who received services during the Fiscal Year 362277
Number of new individuals who received services from your state for the first time during the Fiscal Year. 154863 36.03 %
Of the clients who received services, how many presented with more than one type of victimization during the Fiscal Year? 51418 11.96 %
Number of individuals assisted with a victim compensation application during the Fiscal Year. 17048
Demographics
Demographic Characteristic of New Individuals Served Number Percent
Race/Ethinicity
American Indian or Alaska Native 176 0.11 %
Asian 2284 1.47 %
Black or African American 25236 16.30 %
Hispanic or Latino 23199 14.98 %
Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander 210 0.14 %
‘White Non-Latino or Caucasian 28595 18.46 %
Some Other Race 1133 0.73 %
Multiple Races 1610 1.04 %
Not Reported 61105 39.46 %
Not Tracked 11315 731 %
Race/Ethnicity Total 154863
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Gender Identity

Male 30460 19.67 %

Female 67718 4373 %

Other 609 0.39 %

Not Reported 45712 29.52%

Not Tracked 10364 6.69 %

Gender Total 154863

Age

Age 0- 12 6406 4.14 %

Age 13- 17 7251 4.68 %

Age 18-24 11972 773 %

Age 25- 59 62665 40.46 %

Age 60 and Older 6546 423 %

Not Reported 53985 34.86 %

Not Tracked 6038 3.90 %

Age Total 154863
Sericere | FOLSubtrmcs T rovided o il Conacs Frseney o

Enter the number of times services were provided in each subcategory. 0
Al. Information about the criminal justice process 255774

A. Information & Referral 433 217579 A2. Information about victim rights, how to obtain notifications, etc. 160890
A3. Referral to other victim service programs 67829
AA‘L Referral to other Aservices, supports, andAreAsources (includes legal, medical, 99951
faith-based organizations, address confidentiality programs, etc.)
Enter the number of times services were provided in each subcategory. 0
BI. Victim advocacy/accompaniment to emergency medical care 1929
B2. Victim advocacy/accompaniment to medical forensic exam 2124
B3. Law enforcement interview advocacy/accompaniment 5152
B4. Individual advocacy (e.g., assistance in applying for public benefits, return of 94989
personal property or effects)

B. Personal Advocacy/ B5. Performance of medical or nonmedical forensic exam or interview or medical

Accompaniment 361 49315 evidence collection 1460
B6. Immigration assistance (e.g., special visas, continued presence application, and 3374
other immigration relief)
B7. Intervention with employer, creditor, landlord, or academic institution 12023
B8. Child or dependent care assistance (includes coordination of services) 2934
B9. Transportation assistance (includes coordination of services) 10696
B10. Interpreter services 17893
Enter the number of times services were provided in each subcategory. 0
C1. Crisis intervention (in-person, includes safety planning, etc.) 40349
C2. Hotline/crisis line counseling 30224

) C3. On-scene crisis response (e.g., community crisis response) 6264

g;é{;"é‘;i’i?iff”’m * 359 62448 1" “Individual counseling 61838
C5. Support groups (facilitated or peer) 9692
C6. Other Therapy (traditional, cultural, or alternative healing; art, writing, or play 7572
therapy, etc.)
C7. Emergency financial assistance 7438
Enter the number of times services were provided in each subcategory. 0
D1. Emergency shelter or safe house 40625

D. Shelter/ Housing Services 156 9194
D2. Transitional housing 13482
D3. Relocation assi (includ with obtaining housing) 6081
Enter the number of times services were provided in each subcategory. 0
E1. Notification of criminal justice events 1142643
E2. Victim impact statement assistance 23652
E3. Assistance with restitution 18716
E4. Civil legal assistance in obtaining protection or restraining order 12968

E. Criminal{ Civil Justice 270 673205 ES5. Civil legal assistance with family law issues 5558

System Assistance E6. Other emergency justice-related assistance 13405
E7. Immigration assistance 4302
ES8. Prosecution interview advocacy/accompaniment 17924
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E9. Law enforcement interview advocacy/accompaniment 2494
E10. Criminal advocacy/accompaniment 66540
E11. Other legal advice and/or counsel 4471

ANNUAL QUESTIONS

Grantee Annually Reported Questions

Question/Option Count
‘Were any administrative and training funds used during the reporting period?
Yes 1
No 0

Did the administrative funds support any education activities during the reporting period?

Yes 0
No 1
Number of requests received for education activities during the reporting period. 0
Number of people trained or attending education events during the reporting period. 0
Number of events conducted during the reporting period. 0
Did the grant support any coordination activities (e.g., with other service providers, law enforcement agencies) during the reporting period?

Yes 0
No 1
Describe any program or ed ional materials developed during the reporting period.

N/A

Describe any planning or training events held during the reporting period.
N/A
Describe any program policies changed during the reporting period.

Policies have remained constant from the previous year. The Office of the Attorney General (OAG), Grant Operations Unit continues to require source documentation requirement for all expenditures listed on the Detailed
Cost Statement that was previously to ensure proper usage of funds. This program policy remains effective for all sub-recipient agencies. It has been difficult from some grantees to comply with this requirement. Grant
Operations and OAG staff continue to provide guidance to sub-recipients for compliance with this policy requirement.

Describe any earned media coverage events/episodes during the reporting period.

Although there was no earned media coverage, the Notice of Available Funds for various VOCA grant programs continues to be accompanied with press releases from the Office of the Attorney General s
Communications Office, in an effort to get the word out about available grant opportunities.

q /

Describe any coordi resp vices for assisting crime victims during the reporting period.

Services for victims of Sexual Violence continue to receive our support through a coordinated response from the 21 Counties Sexual Assault Response Teams (SART). SART is a collaboration of Law Enforcement
Officers, Forensic Nurse Examiners, and Confidential Sexual Violence Advocates. If a victim elects to activate the SART, those members of the team are called to provide victim-centered medical care, crisis intervention
and support to victims. The coordination among these team members is critical in achieving positive results, such as a successful prosecution or therapeutic healing, and the SART meets regularly to ensure that current
procedures are working to ensure the best responses for our sexual assault victims. Increased allocation of funding to support the Confidential Sexual Violence Advocacy Services has increased the capacity for sexual
violence service programs to respond to survivors in crisis as part of the county-based SARTs. The Victim Information Notification Everyday (VINE) Program is supported as a line item of the VOCA budget. VINE is a
fully automated telephone system that provides custody status information to victims notifying them when an offender is released, transferred or escapes from prison. Enhanced VINE is an information and notification
delivery system focused on an entirely new experience for victims of crime. With the increasing prominence of mobile technology, social media, web services and smartphones, New Jersey VINE continues to be a
valuable tool providing victims with up-to-date information.

Please discuss the major issues in your state that either assist or prevent victims from receiving assistance during the reporting period.

As New Jersey transitioned out of the COVID-19 pandemic, agencies were able to resume normal business operations and provide a full range of services to victims. Uncertainty of future VOCA funding amounts may
create major issues down the road if funding continues to decrease,

Please describe ways that your agency promoted the coordination of public and private efforts within the community to help crime victims during the reporting period.

The Office of the Attorney General also continues to fund our existing community response teams that involve public/private partnerships including the Forensic Nurse Examiners/Sexual Assault Response Team (SART)
Programs, which utilize various private and public participating hospitals, as well as nurses who are not government employees. Additionally, many of the community based nonprofit agencies we fund in our competitive
VOCA grant program continue to partner with county and state agencies, such as the Prosecutor s Offices, to ensure crime victims are provided with timely and valuable specialized services.

Please describe any notable activities at the grantee level during the reporting period that improved delivery of victim services.

Although federal funding under the VOCA Grant Program continued to decrease, the State was still able to fund victim services programs. Funding was also continued for the Trauma Recovery Centers Program. This
effort continued to provide services to victims in urban areas and victims of violent crime. Victims through these programs are able to access services almost immediately to assist in their recovery. During this reporting
period, the State's first statewide human trafficking program: the New Jersey Enhanced Statewide Human Trafficking Victim Services Program continued into a sixth sub-award funding period. Using VOCA funding, the
State was able to create a robust program with accessibility to services 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.

Please discuss each priority (i.e., child abuse, domestic assault, sexual assault, and underserved) in which VOCA funds have been used to assist crime victims during the reporting period

Child Abuse: The Court Appointed Special Advocate (CASA) program is supported with VOCA funds and helps monitor abused and neglected children in out-of-home placements. CASA-NJ services are available in all
21 counties. The program recruits, trains and supervises community volunteers who are assigned to a child in the foster care system. The primary objective of CASA is to represent to the court the best interests of the
abused and neglected child to whom he or she has been assigned. CASA has investigative authority to examine all aspects of a child's case and to explore all viable avenues to achieve a stable home environment for that
child. CASA is the child's voice in court. The Office of Attorney General continues to fund a project with the New Jersey Division of Law. This project provides legal services to child victims who are identified through
the New Jersey Department of Children and Families. Sexual Assault: The state has 21 Sexual Assault Response Teams (SARTs) comprised of law enforcement, service providers and volunteers. The SART volunteers
are trained to meet victims of sexual assault at hospitals to provide information and support at the time of reported incidents or upon request. They link victims with services in the community. Additionally, VOCA
supports the Forensic Nurse Examiner (FNE) programs in each of our 21 counties. The FNEs perform forensic medical examinations for sexual assault victims. VOCA supports the on-call pay, activation pay, exam pay
and supplies for the FNEs deployed as part of the SART. The Office of the Attorney General also funds many Child Advocacy Centers (CACs), which provide safe, age appropriate spaces and trained staff to interview
child victims of sexual assault. Lastly, the Office of the Attorney General has awarded sub grant funds to Rutgers University and the College of New Jersey to address campus sexual assault through various programs and
through the expansion the Office of Violence Prevention and Victim Assistance (VPVA) on the main campus and the replication of the VPVA on the satellite campuses. Domestic Violence: VOCA grant funding
supports our bi-lingual Statewide Domestic Violence Hotline, administered by Womanspace, Inc. Services are provided to domestic violence victims, their family members or friends, or to any individual interested in
receiving information about domestic violence. Additionally, the hotline serves organizations and professionals throughout the state who need information and/or referrals to other service providers. The hotline assists all
callers with support, crisis intervention, information, and referrals to the domestic violence providers. The Office of the Attorney General also supports many nonprofit organizations, as well as the Statewide Coalition to
End Domestic Violence, to ensure that each County has the resources to provide services to survivors of domestic violence. Underserved Victims: Underserved victim populations in New Jersey face challenges that require
arange of services, such as overcoming cultural and language barriers, accessible transportation, and translation services. As you will glean from other parts of this report, we have responded to some of these needs
through a multiple of VOCA-grant funded projects. You will see these projects further explained in the answer to question #20. These projects focus on providing specialized services to minor trafficking victims, minor
incarcerated victims, disabled and elderly victims. We also have many nonprofit agencies funded under our competitive VOCA program which provide culturally and linguistically specific services, including translation
services for non-English speaking victims and programming that is sensitive to the religious and cultural values of specific populations in New Jersey like the Latin community, Southeast Asian community and Muslim
community. Additionally, the State's 21 County Offices of Victim Witness Advocacy are supported with VOCA monies, and each of these County offices assists ALL victims of crime, including child abuse, sexual
assault, domestic violence, and underserved populations. The role of each office is to help crime victims and to make sure that a victim's rights are protected. The most crucial responsibility is keeping victims advised of
their current case status.

Please briefly describe efforts taken to serve Victims of Federal crime during the reporting period.
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The U.S. Attorney s Office is able to make referrals and access services for federal victims in their own communities though the 21 County Prosecutor s Office of Victim Witness Advocacy. The County Offices of Victim
Witness Advocacy will then coordinate efforts with the U.S. Attorney s Office and the Federal Courts for victims and their families to observe sentencing on site and via teleconference.

Please identify any emerging issues or notable trends affecting crime victim services in your state during the reporting period.

The rise in opioid use continues to create more crime in the state, as well as drug induced deaths. Although VOCA funding has not yet been utilized in this context, it is something the State is closely monitoring, as the ris¢
of certain crimes, such as burglaries, robberies and assaults have been linked to the rise in heroin and opioid use. New Jersey continues to be vulnerable to human trafficking due to its location between New York and
Philadelphia and its many highly traveled thoroughfares. Victims can be transported back and forth daily from New York or Pennsylvania to New Jersey. Therefore, the state continues to invest VOCA funding into a
Statewide Human Trafficking Program to address the special needs of human trafficking victims. The program is designed to respond to victims whenever they present, 24 hours a day, seven days a week.

Please briefly outline any staffing retention issues that your victim assistance program has and why these issues may occur during the reporting period.

We have lost staff primarily due to retirements and to leaving and pursuing advancement opportunities with other State agencies. With the loss of staff, there has also been a loss of institutional knowledge and expertise in
grant administration. Hiring has been challenging due to the State's civil service system, but efforts to hire more staff during the reporting period continued to be a priority. Staffing levels have increased and the unit's
focus is on being able to retain staff.

Please explain your state process to publicize its victim fundi

for services to victims of crime during the reporting period.

Any VOCA sub-award opportunities were publicized on the Office of the Attorney General's Website and/or in the NJ Register through a Notice of Availability of Funds (NOAF). The NOAFs include the name of the
grant project, Federal funding source, purpose of the project, available funding, organization eligibility and required qualifications, application instructions, and application evaluation and scoring criteria. Lastly, we used
our mass email list-serve to notify agencies when the VOCA Notice of Availability of Funds were published on the Office of the Attorney General s Website and/or the NJ Register.

Please explain how your state is able to direct funding to new/underserved populations during the reporting period.

There is an ongoing effort to identify underserved and/or new populations. Collaborative projects between state agencies such as the Office of the Attorney General and the Department of Human Services Office of the
Public Guardian is one example. Prior to this collaboration, the Office of the Public Guardian had never received grant funding to expand their services to incapacitated elderly adults who are often victimized, including
financial crime victimization. The target population is deemed incapable of managing their own affairs by a New Jersey court and presents a unique category of victims who are truly underserved and/or unserved at the
present moment in New Jersey. With the appropriate methodology and dedicated resources, the project will help enforce and restore the rights of the incapacitated elderly victims who have been financially victimized on
a wider scale than what is currently possible. Additionally, conversations continue to take place between our Statewide Sexual Assault and Domestic Violence Coalitions, representatives of law enforcement, and various
service providers to discuss how the state can better serve those who fall outside of traditional service populations. We are looking into programs that can assist urban environments and the types of crime that often afflict
these communities. Due to some unfavorable views of law enforcement, victims may be reticent to seek out traditional services, especially when offered by the County Prosecutors Offices. So, we are exploring ways to
reach these under served, and at some points, unserved victims. The State of New Jersey continued to provide funding for 9 Hospital Based Violence Intervention Programs and 4 Trauma Recovery Centers in an effort to
get more services to victims in urban areas, including victims of violent crime as a result of gun violence. By making the services available in hospitals or trusted settings, victims can receive services and referrals to
programs almost immediately. The department's State Office of Victim Witness Advocacy (SOVWA) conducts outreach to these types of communities and grassroots organizations to familiarize them with SOVWA
services and the grant opportunities through the Office of the Attorney General. These efforts may have contributed to the introduction of new applicants to our VOCA competitive grant process, many of whom reach
these unserved and underserved communities in our inner cities. The State has also funded the Hospital Based Violence Intervention Program that operates in partnership with hospitals and community organizations to
assist crime victims with services almost immediately after victimization. The State has also funded a project to Manavi, Inc. with goals of strengthening and extending the culturally specific and linguistically accessible
services to victims of domestic and sexual violence in the South Asian community. Among the services offered to this population are legal services, court accompaniment, legal referrals and expert testimony for domestic
and sexual abuse, stalking, trafficking and/or other forms of violence. The State continues to fund a project with the New Jersey Division of Law. This project provides legal services to child victims who are identified
through the New Jersey Department of Children and Families. This population has been previously overlooked, but now has a voice to help represent them in the legal system.

Please explain how your program is able to respond to gaps in services during the reporting period.

Gaps in services often present themselves around cultural and language differences. Given the diversity of populations residing in New Jersey, the Office of the Attorney General has strived to fund services that are
culturally appropriate and specific to the needs of those diverse communities. For example, we currently fund organizations that have the capability of offering services in multiple languages, such as Spanish, Chinese,
Filipino, and a variety of South Asian dialects. Additionally, most funded service providers have the resources to connect with Language Line to enhance their ability to communicate and respond to victims whose first
language is not English. The high cost of housing in New Jersey also creates a services gap. Affordable housing is scarce everywhere in the state and there is a shortage of safe housing for survivors escaping abusive
relationships. Additionally, for some victims, gang violence and intimidation in residential neighborhoods pose a safety and housing issue. To address these problems, the Office of the Attorney General has encouraged
agencies to use VOCA funding for emergency shelter and hotel stays, transitional housing, and relocation assistance. And due to the relaxation of the VOCA Rule in this area, agencies have been able to make a more
meaningful impact for victims who need safe housing. Further, for victims who do not report to law enforcement, thus not qualifying for Victims of Crime Compensation Office (VCCO) housing benefits, they now have
recourse. This is also true for other victims who do report to law enforcement, but otherwise cannot qualify for VCCO housing benefits. We see this has a huge benefit, especially in New Jersey, where housing
affordability continues to be a persistent barrier to safety for our victims. Financial independence is also a major gap for our victims, especially our domestic violence survivors who are trying to leave an abusive
relationship and achieve independence. Survivors need assistance with employment training and education to improve their financial stability. Victims often cannot afford a divorce attorney to handle the lengthy and
complex matters, especially where children and property are involved. NJ has responded to these issues through additional funding for legal services.

Please list and explain any outcome measure(s) that are reported to the governor, legislature, or other state entity during the reporting period.

All VOCA sub-awards are sent for review to the Governor s Office through a grants report sent by OAG, which includes the agency s name, funding amount, and project description. Not only does this report apprise the
Governor about the Office s activities, it also enables the Governor to connect with Legislators whose constituents may be a sub-recipient of our funding.
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